WRITING  THE  ESSAYS

Essays for him who stands at the right point of
view. Regarded from one position we discover
in the book a series of Discourses, moral, politic,
and military. Moving aside, and looking at it
obliquely, the portrait exhibits itself. In the
Third Book, published eight years after the first
two, Montaigne allows himself to be more gar-
rulous than he had previously been. Not because
he had reached those years when men are apt to
babble of themselves; in 1588 Montaigne was
only midway between fifty and sixty, which latter
age he never reached. Not for this reason, but
because he had grown more intimate with his
public and could afford to be more confidential;
because the author of the Essays was a personage
interesting to many, and in days when the profes-
sional " interviewer" did not exist, he must play
the part of his own interviewer on behalf of the
friendly reader; because, looking at the portrait
he had painted, he perceived that many little
touches could be added to it, and he desired that
it should not leave out a wrinkle or a mole. In
the Second Book the essay on Presumption is
that most copiously communicative about the
author. In the Third Book the most frank
garrulities are found in the admirable essay on
Experience, which concludes the entire series.
Montaigne had become " his own metaphysic, his
own physic", and how could he study himself tooossesses
